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Last class
of 1990s
graduates
this month
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A Day of Peace in Central Florida

Four commencement
ceremonies will be
held on Dec. 18 for
nearly 2,400 grads

T

he number of UCF alumni will
swell to near 97,000 when
almost 2,400 students are
awarded degrees later this month.
According to the most recent
count, 2,376 students are expected to
graduate this fall. Of them, 1,890 will
receive baccalaureate degrees, 466
master's degrees and 20 doctoral
degrees. Those numbers could change
once final grades from the fall semester are tallied.
Four commencement ceremonies
will take place in the UCF Arena on
Saturday, Dec. 18. Students from the
College of Arts and Sciences will
receive their degrees at 8 a.m. The
ceremony for College of Health and
Public Affairs graduates is 11:30 a.m.
Commencement for the College of
Business Administration is 3 p.m.
Graduates from the Colleges of Education and Engineering and School of
Optics will celebrate together at a 6:30
p.m. ceremony.
Commencement speakers are:

Please see GRADS, page 3

Jacque Brund

South African Archbishop Desmond Tutu applauded Oscar Arias follwing the former Costa
Rican president's address at the UCF Arena on Tuesday, Dec. 7.

Nobel winners: Time for peace
Desmond Tutu and
Oscar Arias talked of
God, need for more
generosity at forum

N

obel Peace Prize winners
Archbishop Desmond Tutu of
South Africa and former

Costa Rican president Oscar Arias
shared their visions of world peace
with more than 4,000 central Floridians who flocked to campus earlier
this month for UCF's Forum on
Peace and Reconciliation in the
World.
Compassion and generosity to
the world's poor are at the heart of
accomplishing global peace, Arias

told the mixed crowd of high school
students, businesspeople, churchgoers and Orlando-area dignitaries.
Tutu said a personal relationship
with God is crucial to achieving
peace.
The forum, the first in the university's Millennium Speakers Series,

Please see PEACE, page 4

1999 a memorable year for university
A glance back at the past 12
months shows that UCF took
several more steps in its quest
to become a great university

i

t's downright scary, the glory reflected on UCF
in 1999 from the unprecedented $180 million
success of five film program alumni — now

known to the world as Haxan Films, clever creators
and marketers of the most successful independent
film of all time, "The Blair Witch Project."
Their shoestring production became
synonymous with UCF last summer. Filmmakers
Eduardo Sanchez, Daniel Myrick, Gregg Hale,
Robin Cowie and Michael Monello proudly
acknowledge their roots in the decade-old film
program of their alma mater. From talk show sets
and printed pages, including cover stories in

Nezusweek and Time, Haxan helped shine the
spotlight on UCF.
But that wasn't the only thing that made 1999 a
notable year for UCF. While the world is the stage
for the UCF-born "The Blair Witch Project," the
UCF Arena was a platform for world peace when
Nobel Peace Prize winners Archbishop Desmond
Tutu of South Africa and former President Oscar

Please see 1999, page 5
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Memos
To: All faculty
From: Gary Whitehouse, provost
Subject: Exclusive off-campus
"coursepacks" - reminder
Based upon a student inquiry, Janet
Balanoff, director, Equal Opportunity and
Affirmative Action, completed a study on the
impact of exclusive rights for "coursepacks"
that have been granted to off-campus
sources. The issue concerns students with
disabilitities and veterans who are
negatively impacted by not having the
educational materials available on campus.
According to Balanoff's analysis, there
is discrimination against a protected class
caused by the exclusive rights approach.
She recommended that a ruling be made
that all materials recommended or required
for purchase by students must be made
available through the campus outlets as well
as others selected by faculty.
Because of this legal requirement, it is
essential that all faculty supply one copy of
all coursepacks or materials to the
University Bookstore or Computer Store, as
appropriate, at least two weeks before the
start of classes. These agencies will then
reproduce the materials and make them
available for any student desiring them. This
policy has been discussed with the deans
of the colleges and approved by them. I
appreciate your cooperation in this matter.
To: Faculty, A&P and USPS employees
From: Gary Whitehouse, provost
. William Merck, vice president,
Administration and Finance
Subject: Office staffing during the
holidays
University offices may not officially close
between the Christmas day and New Year's
day holidays or at any other time during the

year. Only the president has authority to
close part or all of the university, and that is
done only because of an extreme
emergency, such as severe weather
conditions due to a hurricane that would
pose a threat to employees and students.
An office may be unstaffed only if
previous arrangements have been made to
ensure coverage of the office during regular
university hours, such as forwarding
telephone calls so that a response can be
made to a caller needing assistance or
information from that office and a note left
on the door indicating where someone may
go to seek assistance normally obtained
from that office. A voice mail message
indicating that a telephone call will be
returned in a week or two is not acceptable.
Sending an electronic mail message
indicating that the office is closed is
inappropriate and should not be sent.
If an employee on a 12-month contract
is not to be available during all or part of the
holiday time period, he or she must take
annual leave. Taking approved annual leave
during the holidays is encouraged, but that
does not imply that offices may be closed.
If you have any questions regarding this
memo, please contact your dean's office or
either one of our offices.
To: All faculty and staff
From: Gary Whitehouse, provost
Subject: Founders Day 2000
We are currently planning for the annual
Founders Day Honors Convocation during
which we recognize many of the outstanding
achievements of our faculty and students.
The ceremony will be held on Wednesday,
April 5, 10-11:50 a.m., in the Visual Arts
Auditorium.
We will recognize faculty members who
have demonstrated excellence in teaching,
advising, research, professional service and
librarianship. Additionally, we will recognize
those members of our faculty who have

completed 20 and 30 years of service and
those who are retiring this year. We will also
present special Founders Awards to a select
group of students who have demonstrated
exceptional ability in a particular area of
study and will present three awards to
Honors in the Major students for having
written the most outstanding theses.
Graduating and recently graduated seniors
who have completed honors theses and
seniors who are in the top 1 percent academically of undergraduates within each
college (minimum of 30 hours at UCF) will
also be recognized.
Classes will be canceled 10-11:50 a.m.
on April 5 so that anyone who wishes to
attend can do so. I invite you to join us as
we honor the academic achievements of our
colleagues and students.
To: Faculty
From: Cynthia Kisby, Library
Subject: Library instruction
How many times have you heard "The
Library doesn't have anything on my topic"?
We can almost guarantee that you will never
hear this statement again and that your
students will create more informative papers
if they are familiar with the latest information
technology and most appropriate reference
sources.
Library instruction introduces students
and faculty to subject-specific resources that
will allow researchers to exploit Library
holdings and retrieve the most relevant and
focused information possible.
New resources are always being added
to the collection and old resources can often
be used in new ways. Librarians and Library
instruction are the link between your
students and the constantly changing array
of Library resources.
To schedule Library instruction, use the
Web form at http://library.ucf.edu/lnstruct/
roomreq.htm. For information, call the
Reference Department at 823-5880.

End of
the 20th
century
a great
time to
be alive
First, let's make this clear: the
next millennium DOES NOT begin
Jan. 1,2000. We have another year
of the 20th century to go.
But be that as it may, the year
2000 is a major milestone in world
history. The Earth has outlived two
world wars and thousands of
others. It's survived pollution,
natural disasters, unimaginable
population growth and humankind's reckless abuse of Mother
Nature. Yet, here we are, as time
ticks closer and closer
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BOR promises $191.4 million
for university construction
Regents agreed to
fund construction on
campus to keep up
with rising enrollment
University administrators are
enjoying the fruits of their efforts to
convince the Board of Regents to fund
$191.4 million in construction for
more campus buildings. In November, the regents approved UCF's list
of requests.
"The board is truly trying to
support the infrastructure growth to
match our enrollment growth. We are
one of the engines driving the growth
running the SUS [State University
System]. I don't think anyone is doing
it [growth] as comprehensively as we
are," says University Relations Vice
President Dan Holsenbeck, UCF's
main lobbyist.
The BOR's approval of the university's five-year Capital Improvement
Plan allows UCF to move forward on
plans for a teaching center, a second
business administration building, a
student support building and a biological sciences annex with remodeling of the current Biology Building.
Those projects fall under the threeyear plan and most are now in the
early stages of development.
Other allocations are for Health
and Public Affairs Building II, which
is currently being designed, and for
some of the furnishings and equipment for Engineering II, which is in
the early stages of construction. Allocations also cover remodeling of the
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Math and Physics and Education
buildings.
There is $7.3 million earmarked
for the teaching center, which will be
located near the Education Building,
and $9.1 million for the business
building, which will be across from
the current Business Administration
Building. The 18,717-square-foot
student support building will cost
$3.5 million with expectations of half
of that amount coming from donors.
It will house Orientation, Admissions
and the Registrar's Office and serve
as a welcoming center for the
university. It will be located across
from the Administration Building
where the visitor's booth currently
sits.
Starting in 2003, university
administrators can expect to start
another batch of large building projects. UCF hopes to receive $12.2 million for a social science building, $7.9
million for Classroom Building II and
$17.2 million for Engineering Building III, which will be a companion
building to the Center for Research
and Education in Optics and Lasers
(CREOL).
Importantly, Holsenbeck says, the
Board of Regents recognized the
university's role in regional economic
development. This was reflected in
the approval of a $15 million Partnership II Building to be located in Research Park next to Partnership I. It
will be a joint-demonstration facility
for all the armed services, including
the U.S. Army's Simulation Training
Instrumentation Command and any
of UCF's distance learning that

partners with the military.
An Art Complex II Building also
was approved for the same 2003-05
period. The $11.7 million facility is
scheduled to be located in the outer
Visual Arts Building parking area and
is to include facilities for undergraduate music and theater.
The BOR approved $15 million for
the Florida Center for the Arts and
Education, which will be UCF's
portion of the downtown performing
arts center and will house UCF's
graduate programs in the performing
arts.
Two joint-use buildings — one at
Seminole Community College's main
campus and the other at Valencia
Community College's Kissimmee
campus — were allotted $12 million
each.
A $12.6 million simulation and
training building will be located in
Research Park along with the two
partnership buildings.
In other action, the BOR gave
preliminary approval of Gov. Jeb
Bush's Talented 20 program, which
will abolish racial preferences in
university admissions and guarantee
college admission to the top 20
percent of students graduating from
every Florida high school, regardless
of students' scores on standardized
tests, provided required courses have
been completed. The board is expected to grant final approval early next
year.
The construction projects are still
subject to legislative approval and the
availability of funds.
— Joanne Griggs

How fortunate we
are to have witnessed the marvels
of this century — surely the most
amazing of them all. The 1900s
gave us electricity and indoor
plumbing, television and radio,
airplanes and automobiles, voyages into space and to the bottom
of the sea, the computer and laser,
Michael Jordan and Babe Ruth.
It's comforting to know that the
University of Central Florida, the
institution to which so many of us
have committed so much of our
careers, has had a hand in helping
the 20th century — even with its
many flaws — be great. This university has taught men and women
who are now doing remarkable
things with their knowledge. And
our scientists and researchers are
figuring out solutions to mindboggling problems.
How equally fortunate we are
to witness the dawn of a new era.
The 21st century promises to be an
exciting time, indeed, if the late
1900s are any indication of the
years to come. A cure for cancer,
trips to far-reaching regions of the
solar system and an end to Third
World hunger are all within our
grasp.
How nice it is to know that our
school, our university, our place of
employment will be a part of so
many of the good things the future
might bring. I can't help but wonder if 36 years ago, when Florida
Technological University was
founded, its creators had any idea
of its potential impact in the 21st
century.
How comforting to know that
when we retire and someone from
the next generation steps forward
to take our place at this university,
the legacy we leave behind is a
good one.
What a great time to be alive.
— David Finnerty

THE UCF REPORT

Solar Bears tickets
for UCF employees
The Orlando Solar Bears are offering a deal for
hockey fans at UCF. Students, faculty and staff are
being offered discounts on tickets for games on Feb.
11 and 12. During the UCF Knights Weekend, lower
bowl tickets will be reduced from $13 to $11 and
$11 upper bowl tickets will be reduced to $9. Games
each of the nights are at the Orlando Arena at 7:30
p.m. For the Feb. 11 game, 2,500 hats will be given
away; on Feb. 12, the Dallas Cowboy Cheerleaders
will be at the game. For tickets or information,
contact Steve Jarrett at (407) 916-2905 or via e-mail
at sjarrett@rdvsports.com.
Jacque Brund

Leadership awards
honor faculty, staff
Faculty, staff and students will be recognized for
contributions to UCF and the community during
UCF's fifth annual Leadership Week celebration,
Feb. 28-March 2. Nomination forms are in each
college dean's office or division vice president's
office and in the LEAD Scholars Office. Deadlines
for nominations are Jan. 14 for A&P and USPS
awards and Jan. 28 for faculty awards. For information, call Shannon Bergman at 823-2223.

Police: Carts easy
targets for thieves
Twelve golf carts were stolen on campus this fall,
UCF police report. In order to prevent thefts, drivers
should chain carts when not in use. In addition, all
carts need a large UCF identification number visible
from the rear of the vehicle and the statement: "How
Is My Driving? Call 823-5555." Contact Bill Rind,
Physical Plant, at 823-5223 to have the information
placed on your cart. For more information, call
UCF's Crime Prevention Unit at 823-2165.

Upcoming holiday
'Tis the season to be jolly... if for no other reason
than for the universitywide holidays. Since Christmas falls on a Saturday this year, Friday, Dec. 24, is
a day off, as is Friday, Dec. 31, for New Year's day.

This issue
This issue of The UCF Report is for the weeks of
Dec. 17-23, Dec. 24-30 and Dec. 31-Jan. 6. It is the 11th
issue of fiscal year 1999-00. The UCF Report is published 23 times a year (every other week in the fall
and spring, and every third week in the summer).

T h e UCF Report
The UCF Report is a publication of the Office of
Public Relations, Division of University Relations,
University of Central Florida, P.O. Box 160090,
Orlando, FL 32816-0090, (407)823-2504. Publication
of announcements a n d official memoranda about
university policy a n d procedures in The UCF Report
constitutes official notice to faculty a n d staff.
David Finnerty, editor
Barbara Butterton, editorial assistant
Joanne Griggs, writer
Susan Loden, writer
Jacque Brund, photographer
Suzanne Ball, student assistant
Anthony Felix, student assistant
Paul Wilson, student assistant
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Season's greetings
President John Hitt and First Lady Martha Hitt greeted faculty and staff during a
holiday coffee, hosted by the Hitts, at the Burnett House on Wednesday, Dec. 8.
The Hitts used the occasion to wish members of the university community a
happy holiday. Students and most faculty .won't return to campus until Jan. 5.

1999 nursing class first
to earn degrees on-line
25 registered nurses took
distance learning classes for
two years to earn their
bachelor's degrees in nursing
Saturday, Dec. 18, is a historic day for 25
registered nurses and the University of Central
Florida. The nurses are the first to graduate from
one of UCF's fully Web-based baccalaureate
programs. In fact, they are the first in the state to
walk away with four-year degrees after doing all
post-Associate in Arts degree class work in
cyberspace.
"In nursing, we have one of the few Internetbased degree programs. We are the first in the state
to do Internet nursing," says professor Linda Hennig, coordinator for the Registered Nurse-Bachelor
of Science in Nursing program.
She makes it clear that these new graduates
were already licensed registered nurses before they
went on-line two years ago to earn B.S.N, degrees.
"Our program opens many doors," Hennig
notes. "The students gain increased marketability.
Many hospitals now require B.S. degrees. They are
also prepared for graduate studies."
Students logged on from as far away as Tallahassee and Jacksonville.
"Internet-based education has given them the
ability to work full time and to get an education,
while staying in their local communities. For some
in outlying areas, or who have hectic schedules, it is
a hardship to come to campus on a daily basis. We
have students clamoring to take Web classes,"
Hennig says, adding that students can also schedule a mix of Web and classroom study.
A number of faculty are involved in developing

//"

'In nursing,
we have one of the few
Internet-based degree
programs. We are the first
in the state
to do Internet nursing."
Linda Hennig,
UCF nursing professor
Web courses in nursing. Hennig teaches two herself.
"I think it has made me a better teacher. The
Web-based teaching [and] learning process has enhanced my classroom technique and has caused me
to view learning differently."
Cyber study places more responsibly on the student, who works more independently.
"I view it as more of a partnership, as opposed
to the traditional teacher [and] student relationship.
There is more interaction. Student success is about
the same. It's just a different way of delivering
information," Hennig says.
"I think it is appropriate to give students some
recognition too. Almost all are very highly motivated and appreciate what this program offers and its
flexibility."
Also receiving B.S.N, degrees are 26 students
who opted for traditional classroom study. Twentyfive more will be awarded master's degrees in nursing.
— Susan Loden

GRADS, continued from page 1
David Boyd, deputy director of the National Institute of Justice, at 8 a.m.; former governor of Florida
Reubin Askew at 11:30 a.m.; UCF alumna Karen
Lougheed, president of Lougheed Resource Group,
at 3 p.m.; and alumnus Fred Kittinger, Orlando
Mayor Glenda Hood's chief of staff, at 6:30 p.m.

In August, the university conferred its 100,000th
degree. Because many of those degrees were
awarded to students who earned more than one
degree from UCF, the Alumni Association doesn't
expect the 100,000th graduate until summer 2000.
— David Finnerty
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First-rate recreation
complex on track
to open by fall 2001
The new Recreation
Center will be the size
of a football field,
university officials say
A three-storied cylindrical climbing wall with a 40-foot circumference
will be the centerpiece of a new Recreation Services Building currently
under design. The 84,500 grosssquare-foot building will be located
next to the swimming pool, just west
of the soccer field, where the outdoor
racquetball and basketball courts are
now located.
The $12.3 million building is projected to be completed in time for the
fall term in 2001.
"It'll be the size of a football
field," says UCF architect Tom Woodruff. "That will be the biggest 'footprint' [foundation] on campus."
The building will feature four
basketball courts, three aerobic areas,
a running track, fitness and exercise

areas and locker rooms. Those areas
will be "controlled," accessible to
students, faculty and staff with their
All-Campus Cards.
"It will have a totally different
look than anything else on campus,
even though the materials will be the
same as used on the most recently
constructed buildings. You'll be able
to see the climbing wall and fitness
areas from outside," Woodruff says.
"We want it to say, 'come on in;
there's things to do.'"
Existing and new equipment with
the latest computer capability will be
available. Television screens on the
wall will allow people working out to
watch television and fitness videos.
"You'll be able to log your progress exercising and check on your
fitness routine. There will be lots of
technology used," Woodruff says.
A large staircase outside will lead
to the building's entrance on the second floor, where there will be administrative offices, the fitness and
appraisal section of the 4,000-square-

The Recreation Center will feature a climbing wall, an indoor
track, basketball courts and fitness areas.
foot Wellness Center, a snack and
juice bar, and an outdoor patio overlooking the soccer field. The activity
centers will be on the first floor with
the gym areas two-stories high.
The current Recreation Services
Building will remain standing until
the expansion, Phase II, occurs. Phase
II might include enclosing the pool,
adding six indoor racquetball courts
and doubling the size of the fitness
and exercise areas.
"There is no approval or design
for Phase II, but we hope to double

the size of the building," Woodruff
says.
Meanwhile, there will be an attempt to replace the loss of the current racquetball courts when construction starts in May or June.
"Right now, the Student Union
and the UCF Bookstore are the top
destinations of students between
classes," Woodruff says. "We're hoping that this n e w building will also be
a high destination for everyone on
campus."
— Joanne Griggs

PEACE, continued from page 1was held on Dec. 7, the 58th anniversary of the bombing of Pearl Harbor
and the beginning of the United
State's involvement in one of the
bloodiest wars in history.
The definition of peace, Arias said,
is all too often thought of as an absence of war, but peace requires security
of human life.
"Only when there is compassion
and concern for all the people of the
world will there be peace," he said.
"There will never be peace without
the security of people's needs. How
can we say there is peace when countless people face injustice? There is no
peace because there is no reconciliation. There is no reconciliation because there is no love."
Peace is a process that never ends,
an attitude, a way of life, a way of
solving problems, Arias insisted.
When such a small amount of the
world's resources are spent on human
needs — such as clean water, education and health care — there will not
be peace. Arias called the worldwide
spending of billions of dollars on
militaries a global tragedy, saying
even a portion of that money could
alleviate the poverty for the entire
human race.
"I say, it is an economic crisis
when one billion people have no access to clean water. War is the greatest
obstacle to prosperity. Military
spending is a lost opportunity," he
said.
He warned that we are sowing the
seeds of our own destruction if we
continue with the strife and greed of
this century.
"We must work to create a new
type of consciousness and compassion. Not only is our current path
selfish, but short-sighted," he said.
"Fighting poverty and injustice will
not be an easy fight, but we will prevail. The only peace God wants is a
peace based on justice."
After quoting from Robert Frost's
poem "The Road Not Taken," in
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"How about
dreaming?
God is a dreamer.
God says,
'Dream with me.
Dream a new
society. I need you.
You are my hands
and my feet:///
Desmond Tutu
which the narrator must choose between two roads, Arias urged all to
choose a new path for the new millennium.
"If there is to be peace, then we
too, my friends, must have the courage to take the road less traveled," he
concluded.
Tutu's comments had a more spiritual flavor. He cautioned the audience that he was a preacher before
launching into an impassioned plea

"It is an economic
crisis when one
billion people have
no access to clean
water. War is the
greatest obstacle to
prosperity. Military
spending is a lost
opportunity."
Oscar Arias
for love and reconciliation. He acknowledged gratefully the support
from Americans during his country's
fight against apartheid.
"We would not have won that
victory without the support of the
international community," he said.
"Thank you, thank you, thank you."
He urged the audience to realize
that they are deeply loved by God, to
be grateful and appreciative of what
they have and to realize that they

have so much that they can share.
"The space you create by giving
away, God will fill with abundance,"
he said.
Tutu noted that a survey of "new"
middle-income families in the $50,000
range showed they are discontented.
"They were not grateful for what
they had, but envious and jealous of
their neighbors for having something
they didn't have," he explained.
He asked the audience to think of
people w h o have never had freedom
or many of the other things that the
audience enjoys.
"It will give you a greater sense of
gratitude," he said.
He also talked about the importance of reconciliation. When he
chaired the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission for South Africa's President Nelson Mandela following the
abolition of apartheid, Tutu said he
was struck by the forgiving nature of
those who had been oppressed for
decades. H e saw that it is possible for
people to suffer great losses and injustices, yet find the capacity to forgive the offenders.
"We need to quit demonizing our
enemies," he said.
He admitted that people have
found ingenious ways of being inhumane to each other, but have also
shown a wonderful capacity for
humanity. Tutu believes that it is
God's will that we recreate our society to bring justice and prosperity to
all.
"How about dreaming? God is a
dreamer. God says, 'Dream with me.
Dream a new society. I need you. You
are my hands and my feet.'"
Arias and Tutu, each of whom
received an honorary doctorate degree from UCF during the forum, admitted that they are not optimistic
about peace in the future. However,
Tutu said, he is "a prisoner of hope.
For we have seen that oppression and
injustice cannot have the last word."
— Joanne Griggs
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Police move
into temporary
headquarters

Music
man
Music major
James
Nanasy
treated
students,
faculty and
staff outside
the UCF
Bookstore to
a free
concert, of
sorts, earlier
this month.
He was
actually
practicing for »
an upcoming |
review, i

UCF police have temporarily moved to the
Student Resource Center while their station's airhandling system and carpet are replaced. Services
and telephone numbers will not change.
The former Wild Pizza will be the station's
home for the next few months. Once workers finish
renovating the 7,000-square-foot, 8-year-old police
station, police will return. When they do, Parking
Services — which shares the facility with the police
station — will temporarily move out so that area
can be revamped.
"We found that some things need to be done to
the air conditioning system to improve airflow,"
says Jose Vasquez, indoor air quality specialist for
the Environmental Health and Safety Office.
Workers in the building have complained of
health problems that might be linked to air quality,
he says.
— Susan Loden

1999, continued from page 1
Arias of Costa Rica spoke at the Forum on Peace
and Reconciliation in the World. The forum, held
on Pearl Harbor Day, was the first event in UCF's
Millennium Speakers Series.
UCF continued its mission as a metropolitan
university with the announcement that in conjunction with the U.S. Navy, the Partnership I Building
will go up next year in Research Park. The facility
will house elements of the Naval Air Warfare
Center Training Systems Division, along with
UCF's National Center for Forensic Science and the
university's Criminal Justice Department's new
Crime Mapping and Data Management and Public
Safety Research centers. A new firehouse, created to
serve the university and surrounding neighborhoods in partnership with Orange and Seminole
counties, opened. The station also houses sophisticated UCF simulation technology to train public
safety providers. And in Research Park, a technology incubator opened, anchored by a high-tech
Scottish research center, which will smooth the way
for transfer of technology from UCF's research labs
into the marketplace.
As the main campus boomed — with the opening of a new home for the College of Health and
Public Affairs, the construction of the Classroom
Building, and ground breaking for Engineering
Building II, a third parking garage III and Jay Bergman (baseball) Field — some university operations
moved off campus. The H u m a n Resources Office is
now in Research Park. Course work, registration
and other services for employees and students are
on the Internet. Distributed learning, along with
instructional television courses, is further closing
the higher education gap in west Orange, Seminole
and Lake-Sumter counties, as well as in Brevard
and Volusia counties.
The School of Computer Science moved out of
the College of Arts and Sciences and melded into
the College of Engineering, which was renamed the
College of Engineering and Computer Science. A
campus connection has been made to super-quick,
high-capacity Internet2 and is slated to expand as
UCF's communication connections continue to
strengthen. Several campus facilities are leading the
way into the future with wireless Internet connection, while we pause to look to the past, with a proposal that the Administration Building be renamed
"Millican Hall" to honor charter President Charles
Millican. The Humanities and Fine Arts Building is
slated to become "Colbourn Hall" in recognition of
the contributions of second President Trevor Colbourn.
Last fall, Millican saw UCF award its 100,000th
degree, just 29 years after he handed out the first
sheepskin from what was then Florida Technological University. Meanwhile, fall enrollment shattered
records, with just over 32,000 students.
The Board of Regents approved a new baccalaureate degree program in management information systems, along with master's programs in material science and engineering, aerospace engineer-
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ing and liberal studies. The College of Education
began working with the community to develop a
teaching academy as a center for lifelong learning
for educators. Two president's commissions formed
to study the status of women and racial and ethnic
minorities on campus. The Jewish National Fund
honored President John Hitt with the Tree of Life
Award, for his community service, encouragement
of diversity and UCF's partnerships with the community. Campus police won authorization to respond to off-campus emergencies, if Orange County sheriff's deputies request assistance.
While Coca-Cola became "it" on campus, with
an exclusive beverage-serving-rights contract,
which pours $11 million into the university over 10
years, UCF's water supply was declared safe. In the
spring, elevated traces of copper and lead showed
up in tests in some buildings, bringing precautions.
However, the testing procedure was proven to be
flawed and the water was cleared of suspicion.
When Hurricane Floyd teased the area in September, more than 20 university employees and
their families pitched in to assist about 1,000 Floridians who evacuated homes in the storm's path and
sought shelter at the UCF Arena. This was one of
many acts of kindness and generosity that marked
the year. UCF staff pledged more than $148,000 in
the Florida State Employees Charitable Campaign.
An additional $90,000 was raised for the American
Cancer Society in the Relay for Life at UCF. The
Center for Autism and Related Disabilities opened
to help people with impaired social and communications skills, or who have dual sensory impairment.
Cirent Semiconductor presented the university
with a $600,000 endowed computer science eminent scholar chair. The state kicked in an additional
$400,000, plus $1.5 million to match the gift from Al
and Nancy Burnett for construction of an Honors
College building.
An outreach program was developed to

strengthen the ties between UCF and students living off campus, to give them some of the benefits of
campus life. Plans were announced for two academic villages, a massive housing project expected
to bring the campus resident count to more than
4,000 by fall 2002.
The Faculty Senate revised its constitution and
increased its senator count from 50 to 60. The Orlando-UCF Shakespeare Festival signed a 30-year
lease with the Orange County Historical Museum,
which will put the troupe in a planned 350-seat
theater in Loch Haven Park.
And the show goes on into the 21st century.
— Susan Loden

Photos: Jacque Brund

Among the
notable
happenings at
UCF in 1999, the
university
awarded its
100,000th degree
to Christopher
Sharp (above) in
August, and
Hurricane Floyd
forced evacuees
and students into
on-campus
shelters (left).
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UCF goes back to school to master skills
Education professor
Marty Hopkins taught
fifth graders to earn
master certification
College of Education Dean Sandra
Robinson was looking for a way to
"school" UCF's education professors
on how best to help UCF grads earn
the master teacher ranking now that
the National Board of Certification
has a process for identifying and
rewarding outstanding teachers.
Her solution: Go to the source.
Marty Hopkins, an elementary
education mathematics professor at
UCF since 1984, was sent out to the
schools to teach for a full year and
attempt to earn the master teacher
status — a yearlong, grueling process
the national board calls "rigorous."
The point of the exercise wasn't to
earn the ranking, but to learn
firsthand what skills and knowledge

are needed to do so.
"Only 30 percent of the Florida
teachers who attempted to earn
master ranking earned it last year,"
Robinson says.
"We want to increase the percentage of UCF graduates who are able to
reach that level by starting to prepare
them while they're still undergraduates, continue to mentor them during their first years as teachers, then
they would be ready to apply for the
ranking."
The knowledge Hopkins gained
from her experience will now be put
to work. UCF's education administrators and professors are starting to
design its programs for majors and
for teachers taking in-service classes
to prepare them for the demanding
process.
"It's incredibly taxing," says Hopkins, who earned the ranking while
teaching fifth graders at Dommerich
Elementary in Maitland last year. "I
spent as much time thinking about

what I was going to do as I did doing
it. It really helps teachers become
more reflective, to look at their work
as teachers. And that's the whole goal
of the certification."
Earning the master teacher ranking also qualifies Florida teachers for
a financial bonus. Although the ranking is a national initiative of President
Bill Clinton, the benefits vary from
state to state.
"We'll discuss how we can start
developing the skills our students
will need to earn master ranking,"
says Hopkins. "We already have four
certificate programs that are geared
toward helping teachers meet those
standards."
Robinson says the standards are
developed for each area of teaching
by experts, but only about a dozen
areas are developed at this time. A 60member panel of the National Board
oversees the development as well as
the awarding of master teacher rankings.

"It takes a year for middle elementary childhood teachers to complete the process," says Robinson.
¥
"It's very extensive, ending with a
long comprehensive skills and knowledge test of their subject matter."
Teachers must send in unedited
tapes of their teaching, follow three
children extensively with detailed,
individualized teaching plans for
*
each with assessments and revisions
in the teaching plans, a complete
analysis of what was learned by the •
teacher in following the three children
and a full explanation as to how they
test children and evaluate progress. .
"We're very committed to working with the schools in our service
areas," Robinson says.
"We want to be very responsive to
their needs. It heightens our credibility that we know about the most
current teaching methods and are
working to help our teachers reach
the highest standards."
— Joanne GriggS \

20-year chapter ends for senior clerk
Jim Swaira who retired after
two decades in the UCF
Library, spent his last day like
all the others — working
Jim Swaim has closed the book on a 20-year
career as senior clerk in the UCF Library.
The Library has doubled in size since 1980,
when Swaim was hired. During his years there, he
oversaw the Library mail, the international book
loan effort, shipping and receiving of books and
had other duties.
"When I started as a clerk, I did everything —
mail, surplus, inventory control, you name it. As
we've grown from about 6,400 students to 32,000,1
lost a lot of those jobs. I still do the mail. The
Library is the second largest generator of mail on
campus," he says.
Day after day, including his last as a UCF
employee, Swaim served as the Library's mailman.
Part of that job meant ordering and dispatching
books to and from other libraries around the world,
at the requests of borrowers.
"It's not the job so much as it was being with
the young people. I love the books, but the thing
that is so wonderful, I do realize, [is] that I've
gotten to help the students, whether they were at
UCF or not. I've gotten to help them with their

education," Swaim says.
When he takes time to reflect on the university
and how it's changed in two decades, Swaim is
amazed. "We've gone from being a commuter
school in the beginning to a university that has
become a more traditional campus. We've come out
of nothingness to where we're being mentioned in
newspapers, on television and on radio," he says.
Swaim has five years' worth of credits from
Stetson University and a West Virginia college, but
no degree. He came to UCF after a career in the
music store business and a stint as a clarinet and
sax player in a military band in Germany.
"For 20 years, I have driven 23 miles one way
[from his home in Forest City], and faithfully
opened this building at 7 a.m," he says, pointing
out that he dresses professionally in a crisp, white,
long-sleeve shirt, dress slacks and tie.
"The school is great. I've seen it triple in size.
The students and faculty are tremendous and the
university makes a tremendous impact on the
community," he says. "There is one little negative
part. I do feel some of the lower clerical positions
could do better [financially]. Longevity is not
rewarded for people who stay five, 10 or 20 years in
one position."
Swaim, who is choir director for his church,
plans to become more involved with music in
retirement. "I'm still a happy camper," he says.
— Susan Loden

Susan Loden

Jim Swaim retired from the UCF Library t
this month after 20 years.

Building
boom
continues
Construction on the
Classroom Building is
nearly complete. Here, a
worker walks under the
covered area at the front
of the building. It is
scheduled to be
completed early in 2000.
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Welcome
Barbara Glaser — office assistant, Project Central;
Deborah Kirkley — instructional designer, Course
Development and Web Services; Janice Matley — office
assistant, National Center for Forensic Science; Thomas
Silarek — coordinator, Student Financial Assistance.

Employee
of the
month
Name: Betty Munn
Title: Senior administrative assistant
Department: College of Health and
Public Affairs
Job description: Supports the college
dean and assists the associate and
assistant deans, involved in coordinating
the Ph.D. program.
Background: Previously worked for the
University of Alabama as graduate
coordinator for the MBA program before
coming to UCF.
Length of service: Two years
Hobbies: Cooking, reading, walking and
volunteering. Participates in community service
with emphasis on adult literacy and children with
disabilities. She also volunteers for the American
Cancer Society. In addition, Munn has two
children, and two grandchildren who are "the
loves of my life."
Quote: "I love my job. COHPA is a family of
intelligent professionals who are caring, kind and
compassionate [and] look forward to seeing coworkers and students succeed. The dean, Belinda
McCarthy, takes a personal interest in students,

Jacque Brund

faculty and staff to ensure their success, and that
makes me proud to work for her. I love, the
student interaction that I have. Our No. 1 priority
is serving the students."
In praise: "Betty is an outstanding employee. She
is a colleague and assistant in every sense of the
word. Her compatibility and way of getting along
with others makes it easier for me to communicate
with the rest of the deans. She is loving, creative
and talented," says Dean Belinda McCarthy,
College of Health and Public Affairs.
— Suzanne Ball

Caught in the a
Adm. David
Brewer, center,
Alzo Reddick,
director for
Defense Transition
Services, and
University
Relations Vice
President Dan
Holsenbeck spent
time earlier this
month discussing
ways UCF and the
U.S. Navy can work
Photos: Jacque Brund
together. Brewer is
the vice chief of Naval Education and Training in Pensacola and a graduate of
Jones High in Orlando.
Dean Sandra
Robinson
addressed
educators at the
College of Education's Celebrate Literacy
Symposium on
Dec. 1. The
symposium was
a platform for
teachers and
graduate students to share
ideas and research about
literacy.
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Michelle Akers

Soccer star
comes home
to assist UCF
There's no place like home for international
soccer star Michelle Akers.
This fall, Akers returned to UCF, her alma
mater, to be a part-time assistant women's soccer
coach.
"It was a nice deal to come back to UCF and
hang out and coach," Akers says. "I have a history
here. It's a very special place for me."
Another reason for returning to UCF is the
university's head coach, Amanda Cromwell,
whom Akers played with for eight years on the
U.S. national team and calls "my best buddy."
"Michelle Was really excited for me when I got
the job this year and she said, 'I'll be your
assistant.' I thought she was joking," Cromwell
says. "It's great to have her out there for the
players to see what they can aspire to."
Akers' hectic schedule has made it difficult to
spend as much time as she would like at UCF
during soccer season — she travels the world
working with Soccer Outreach International (a
Christian outreach organization she founded for
children); plays soccer internationally, conducts
numerous speaking engagements, wrote her
autobiography and just returned from a photography session with Sports Illustrated (for when
and what she was not free to disclose).
"I've been on the road an awful lot, but I've
coached at UCF as often as I could. I just do what
Amanda wants me to do — work on skills,
training, fitness or offer some words of
inspiration, whatever was needed of me," Akers
says.
The team won the Trans America Athletic
Conference and made it to the second round of
the NCAA Tournament, losing to the eventual
winner of the tournament.
"It's a great team with lots of potential for next
year," Akers says.
After winning the game at the World Cup
against China this year, Akers' future as a player
was in question because of her health. Her fight
with Chronic Fatigue Syndrome had appeared to
have had the final say.
But not so. Akers, 33, continues to play
internationally and plans to finish her playing
career in Australia next year at the 2000 Olympics,
doing what she loves best. Giving it her all for her
home team.
— Joanne Griggs
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CALENDAR
December

January

18

1

Art (exhibits through Jan. 7): Art
Faculty Exhibition, UCF Art
Gallery, 823-2676
Art (Library exhibits through
Dec. 31): "Spacescapes," by Cecil
Herring; "Venezuela: Its Art and
Culture," by Alfredo Marquez;
"Personal Development," by Mike
Burgan; "Children and Young
People: Listen, Learn, Live," by
Sharon Douglass; "Music at UCF,"
by Lee Eubank; "Drive Smart,
Drive Safe," by Erin Brown.
Ceremony:
Army
ROTC
Commissioning, Visual Arts
Auditorium, 1-4
p.m. 8232430
Commencement: Co
lege of Arts and
Sciences, 8 a.m.;
College of Health
and Public Affairs,
11:30 a.m.; College of
Business Administration, 3
p.m.; Colleges of Education
and Engineering and School
of Optics, 6:30 p.m.

Art (Library exhibits through
Jan. 31): "Chinese Paintings," by
Rosa Lee; "Martin Luther King Jr.,"
by Athena Hoeppner; "Theatre
UCF: See the Stars of Tomorrow
Today," by Joe Patti and Erin
Richards; "UCF Arboretum," by
Phil Edwards and Robert Spurr;
"Inside Cuba," by Laurie Linsley;
"Florida's Prehistory," by Terry
Angell.

19
Sports: Women's basketball vs.
Texas Tech, UCF Arena, 5 p.m.
823-1000

Academics: Spring semester
begins
Sports: Men's basketball vs.
Mercer,
UCF Arena,
7:30
p.m.
823-1000
Stargazing:
Robinson Observatory, free public
viewing, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
823-2805

Recreational Services: Community
baseball (50+), volleyball sign-up
deadline. 823-2408
Sports: Women's basketball vs.
Mercer, UCF Arena, 7 p.m. 823-

1000
Meetings: Steering Committee,
PH 206, 4-5:30 p.m.

21
Sports: Men's basketball vs. North
Carolina at Wilmington, UCF
Arena, 7:30 p.m. 823-1000
Sports (through Dec. 22):
Women's basketball UCF Holiday
Classic. 823-1000

Music: Roman Rudnytsky, piano,
Rehearsal Hall, 8 p.m., $7.50.8232869

8

23
Sports: Men's basketball vs.
Middle Tennessee State, UCF
Arena, 7:30 p.m. 823-1000

Sports: Women's basketball vs.
Troy State, UCF Arena, 7 p.m.
823-1000

9

30
Sports: Men's basketball vs. Troy
State, UCF Arena, 7:30 p.m. 823-

1000
Sports: Women's basketball vs.
Monmouth, UCF Arena, 3 p.m.

Meeting: Knights of Round Table,
Student Union, room 218,3-4 p.m.

Recreational Services: Tennis
doubles sign-up deadline, 8232408
Sports: Women's basketball vs.
Campbell, UCF Arena, 7 p.m. 8231000
Theater (through Jan. 30): "A
Soldier's Play," by Charles Fuller,
UCF Theatre. 823-1500

12

22

10

Music: Joanne Stephenson,
voice, Gary Wolf, piano, Finley
Taylor, foreign languages,
Rehearsal Hall, 3 p.m., $7.50.8232869.

Recreational Services: 3-on-3
basketball sign-up deadline. 8232408

11

Event: Knightlife 2 Activities Expo,
outside Student Union, 10 a.m.-1
p.m.

Sports: Women's basketball vs.
Georgia State, UCF Arena, 7 p.m.
823-1000

13

24

Sports: Men's basketball vs.
Georgia State, 7:30 p.m. 823-1000

14
Theater (through Feb. 13):
"Gross Indecency: The Three
Trials of Oscar Wilde," OrlandoUCF Shakespeare Festival,
Orange County Historical Museum Theatre. 245-0985

15
Sports: Men's basketball vs.
Campbell, UCF Arena, 8 p.m. 8231000

18
Event: UCF American Cancer
Society Relay for Life kickoff.

Recreational Services: Wiffleball
sign-up deadline. 823-2408

28
Sports (through Jan. 30): ACC/
Disney Baseball Blast at Disney's
Wide World of Sports, UCF vs.
North Carolina, Wake Forest,
Clemson. 823-2729

29
Sports: Men's basketball vs.
Jacksonville, UCF Arena, 7:30
p.m. 823-1000

31
Sports: Men's basketball vs.
Stetson, UCF Arena, 7:30 p.m.
823-1000

19
Stargazing: Robinson Observatory, free public viewing, 7:3010:30 p.m. 823-2805

20
Art (through March 10):
"Confrontational Clay: The Artist
as Social Critic," UCF Art Gallery.
823-2676
Meeting: Staff Council, BA
230, 9:30 a.m.
Meeting:
Faculty Senate, Student
Union's Key
West room
218,
4-5
p.m.

For a more complete calendar,
check out the universitywide
listing on the Web (http://
www. ucf.edu/pubrel/).

823-1000

CLASSIFIED
For Sale

r

Buick LeSabre, 1991, 126K miles, $2,000 cash, obo.
Leave message, 382-5946.
Condo, 2/2, Waterford Lakes area, minutes from UCF
and Research Park, 1,100 sq. ft., $78,900. 306-5117
days, 277-5419 evenings.

House, 3 bedroom, 2 bath in Oviedo cul-de-sac
community, 23 homes share 2 tennis courts, large
pool. Dining room, sunken living room, brick fireplace,
fans, screened patio, eat-in kitchen, 1,864 sq. ft., 2car garage, fenced wooded lot, many extras.
$125,000. 773-1854
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Ballot to Spotlight
Employee of the Month

I nominate: (name),
(campus address)_
to be UCF Employee of the Month. (Nominee must have been a USPS employee at
least two years.) Any employee, including faculty and A&P, may nominate a candidate
on the basis of job performance, dependability, attitude, etc. A name submitted remains
in the pool of eligible candidates for one year.

Honda Accord, 1989, 106K miles, silver, 3 dr., A/C,
CD player, $2,700. 306-5117 days, 277-5419 evenings.

Yamaha Clavinova, CVP-69 (one of the newest and
most sophisticated electronic pianos), 83 instruments
and 100 rhythms. High quality sound. MIDI
compatible. $3,000 or reasonable offer. 695-4416

"I

Signed:(name)_
(campus address, phone)_
Return to Human Resources, ADM 230, EOM. USPS Council Web: httpS/pegasus.
cc. ucf. edu/~uspstaf/
(Mark envelope "confidential.")
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